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We are drawing to t he end of w hat
has been an extraordi nari ly
demandi ng year for this young and
rapidly expandi ng Universit y.
New courses have been designed for
introduction on t he Fremantle Campus in
2008: t he four year integrated Bachelo r of
A rts/Graduate Diploma in Edu catio n or
Bachelor of Scien ce/Graduate Diploma in
Education for secondary teac hing (for
wh ich Commonwea lth Supported Places
w ill be ava ilable); a Bachelor of Ph il osophy
and a Pre-Med icine Certificate; t he Bachelor
of Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery degrees
on our Sydney Camp us.
The University received substantial additional
f unded places and capita l grants from t he
outgoi ng Federal Government as part of
the 2007 rou nd of allocations to al l
universities. It has also had a major new
'compact ' of co mmitments an nou nced by
the new Prime Minister, Mr Rudd, which
will do much to consolidate ou r grow ing
stren gt h in the vital fields of healt h and
ed ucation in t he years ahead.
We are completing two very large building
projects at present which w ill be operational
from the sta rt of the 2008 acad emic year:
a new Medicine and Nursing building in
Darli nghurst. Sydney, and a new Healt h
Sciences building on our Fremantle Campus.
Th ese state-of-t he-art buildings w ill enhance
our teach ing, professional training and
research capacity, and complement the
beautiful campuses w e are developin g on
both sides of the continent.

Front Cover: Two Sydney Law st udents, Patrick Langrell (centre) and Joseph Watson (right) had
th e honour of meeting His Holiness, Pope Benedict XVI 1n St Peter's Square ,n April this year.
They w ere t here as part of d iscussions about his visit to Australia for World Yo uth Day 2008.

The growth of the University - to about 6500
st udents in 2007 is bot h exciting and a big
challenge. We are pleased w ith the ' market
recogn ition' we are receiving, w ith 90 % of
our high quality student body coming from
'domest ic' sources. However, f inding and
funding the facilities to continue our
expansion, especially in Sydney, is a very
dema nding exercise, alt hough expand w e
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Executive Director of Schools, Catholic Education Office, Sydney, Brother Kelvin Canavan fms; Mr Kevin Rudd; Cardinal George Pell; Mr Stephen Smith & Dr Peter Tannock on the
Sydney Campus.

must to become viable and strong.
We have had wonderful financial aid and
'in kind' support this year from many
private benefactors, from governments,
and from the Church. We are grateful for
everything we have received, large or small.
(If any reader of this column feels the urge
to donate, please write or call me directly!)
2008 will be a big year for us. The
commencement of our Sydney Medical
School next February will be very significant.
We received 500 applications for 112 places!

So, too, wi ll be the University's enthusiastic
participation in World Youth Day in Sydney.
What a great initiative for the Church
and its prospective renewa l in Australia!
We will be holding our first Graduation
Ceremony in Sydney in December 2008,
a landmark occasion.
I feel great confidence about the direction of
the University at present, and its prospects
of becoming an outstanding Australian
institution. We know that there are plenty
of challenges ahead, not least because the

Bill Fairweather (1939 - 2007)

Australian higher education system is at
present under much demographic pressure.
However, w ith t he support of our
benefactors, and governments, and above
all, t he enthusiastic and united commitment
of our exceptional staff and student
communit ies, I feel, with great conviction,
that the future is looking good.

Online Building Progress

University's Builder
The University community acknowledges the significant
contribution made by Bill Fairweather to t he physical
development of the Fremantle Campus over the past 10 years.
A charitable and compassionate man, master builder,
generous benefactor and valued friend.

To view the University's latest building
projects, please visit the website -

www.nd.edu.au and click on
Bu ilding Projects.
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• UNIVERSITY NEWS

UNIVERSITY
NEWS
Outstanding students receive early offers to
Notre Dame
Professor Hayden Ramsay
Provost, Sydney, & Executive Dean, College of
Philosophy & Theology

A personal reflection
As fellow Scots reading this will know, in
Scotland the Provost is the equivalent of
the Mayor in Australia - the civic head of
the community. So when I told my old
mother back in Scotland I was now Provost
in Sydney she was very pleased indeed!
Being a Catholic university at this time gives
us an extraordinary opportunity to represent
the 1,000 year old Catholic tradition of the
University as the home of reason. In 2008 we
play host to the youth of the world, hundreds
of thousands of young, faith-filled men and
women at the peak of their intelligence
and enthusiasm. The idea that Catholicism
is dying or that Catholic universities are
contradictions will then be untenable.
Part of the genius of the Church, ancient
and yet ever-new, is its appeal to youth and
to the searching of young minds for good
answers. World Youth Day 2008 is like a
whole university on the move-a collegiate
body of youth brimming over with ideas
and questions and looking for answers.
Notre Dame campuses around the nation
are in prime position to respond from the
riches of a tradition the University is now
making available to the next generation .
Last week on a sunny day I chatted at
Notre Dame to students of Sydney University.
It felt very good to have these visitors here,
attending mass, having lunch, meeting
Notre Dame students. How could all this
have happened in two short years?
Wearing my philosopher's hat, I have two
thoughts. First, whenever Catholic faith
announces its perennial appeal to reason
and to questioning students appear, excited
by some of the w isest answers ever given
to the deepest questions ever asked. And
secondly, wherever people are evidently
trying to wed commitment to truth with
commitment to love men, and women will
see that place as a good place to be.

81 Western Australian (WA) and
104 New South Wales (NSW) school
leavers have been granted early
university offers for 2008 as part of
the Notre Dame High Achiever Early
Offer Program (EOP).
The EOP was introduced in 2006 to give
secondary schools the opportunity to
nominate academically strong students
who have made an outstanding
contribution to school and community life.
This year the University received 271
applications (147 in WA and 124 in NSW)
for studies in 2008, which was a
substantial increase on applications
received in 2006. Schools who nominated
students to the Fremantle Campus
included St Luke's College, Karratha and
Manjimup Senior High. In NSW, students
at Loreto Normanhurst, St Spyridon
College, Sydney Grammar School and
MacKillop Senior College were among
those nominated.

The successful Fremantle Campus applicants
were addressed by Vice Chancellor, Dr
Peter Tannock, at t he EOP award ceremony
where he congratulated them. "It is a great
pleasure to welcome to Notre Dame such
high calibre students who have made a great
contribution to their School community,"
said Dr Tannock. Mrs Remmie Masarei,
Manager of Notre Dame's Fremantle Campus
Admissions Office commented, "We are
delighted to see the number of applications
increase. Th is is a great opportunity for
outstanding students to be acknowledged for
their contribution to school and community
life and their strong academic results." Those
selected by t he Sydney Campus Admissions
Office will attend a breakfast in early
January 2008 at which they will be officially
welcomed to the Campus community by
students admitted through the EOP in 2007.
The offers received by the successful
nominees are condi tional on them
completing Yea r 12 and meeting the
academic requirements for each course.

School leavers accepted ,nto the Early Offer Program w ith Vice Chancellor. Dr Peter Tannock and
Admissions Manager, Fremantle, Romm1e Masarei.
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Notre Dame senior staff challenged
Senior staff from the Broome,
Fremantle and Sydney campuses
gathered on the Fremantle Campus in
July for a leadership conference that
focused on the future development
of the University as a national
institution spanning three campuses.
The seminar was facilitated by Professor
Mark McKenna, Executive Dean of the
School of Medicine and Provost on the
Fremantle Campus. Over two days,
Professor McKenna challenged staff to
examine ways that Notre Dame cou ld
continue to be one University while offering
distinctiveness at t he campus level.
Professor McKenna said, "We also asked
the University leaders to consi der the same
question that we ask our students -

"In establishing and remaining committed
to the Broome Campus, Notre Dame
acknowledges that access to education is
critica l to the empowerment of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander people and
communities," she said.
Another important cha llenge for the
University was identified as competing in an
ever-increasing competitive tertiary education
market whilst retaining its uniq ue Catholic
identity. Staying true to its Objects wh ich
focus on the provision of university
educat ion within a context of Catholic
faith and values; and the provision of an
excellent standard of teach ing, scho larshi p
and research; training for the professions;
and pastoral care for students.
Staff agreed that the University's Core

~
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Curriculum - Philosophy, Theology and
Ethics, pa rt of every undergraduate
degree, was fundamental to the provision
of a unique tertiary experience for students.
Questions were also posed as to what type
of leaders the University want to graduate It
was noted that while there will be graduates
who go on and achieve significant milestones,
the University also aspires to graduate
students who, whilst not necessarily
becoming high profile leaders, live out
the ir life and caree r wi th the hope of
making a difference to society.
It is hoped that the growth and development
of Notre Dame as a t ruly national university
wi ll continue to bring challenges and
rewa rds fo r the students, staff and the
community it serves.

Amongst all the pressures on me, am I
becoming who I want to be?"
There were a number of other importa nt
issues discussed during t he seminar
particularly the signif icant contributio n
that the Broome Campus can make to
reconciliation betwee n non-indigenous
and indigenous Australians.
Sister Sonia Wagner sgs, Deputy Vice
Chancellor, Broome, reminded staff t hat a
key objective of the Campus is to provide
strong support for the process of
reconciliation, providing an educational
arena for non-Aboriginal people to relate
directly to Aborig ina l people and to learn
about their law, history and culture.

Important information on scholarships
Over the years Notre Dame has
been able to offer some privatelyfunded scho larships to provide for
the needs of students with merit
who would otherwise not be able to
afford to study at Notre Dame.
The University is committed to establishing
f urther privately funded scholarships. The
Fremantle Ca mpus seeks to gain private
individual and corporate support for students
particularly in the Schools of Business and

2

Law, where Commonwealth Supported
(HECS) places are currently unavailable . In
Sydney, scholarships are needed for students
in all schools as the University builds these
resources for the future student body.
For more information about how to
establish a scholarship, please contact
(Fremantle) Diane Lim on 08 9433 0614,
or email dlim 1@nd.edu.au or (Sydney)
Fleur Edwards on 02 8204 4407 or emai l
fedwards 1@nd.edu.au.

UNDA Governor elected as Federal AMA President
Notre Dame Governor, Dr Rosanna Capoling ua, has been elected as the
Federal President of the Australian Medical Association. Dr Capolingua
was a former President of the Western Australian branch and has been
a member of the Federal AMA Council for more than eight years, the
last two as Treasurer. She has also been cha ir of the important Federal
AMA Et hics and Medico Legal Comm ittee and sits on the WA Medica l
Board, the Council of MDA National and the boards of Mercycare, the
Raine Foundation and Healthway.

1. Professor Mark M cKenna. Sr Sonia Wagner sgs, Peter
Glasson, Professor Hayden Ramsay & Celia Hammond.
2. School of M edicine MADAL scholarship donors,
Annie and Michael Gregg w ith scholarship recipients,
Miranda Britza & Sally Crispe.
3. Dr Rosanna Capol,ngua
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BROOME
Unique degree course to raise awareness of
indigenous issues

Centre for
Indigenous Studies
A new Centre for Indigenous
Studies will be opened on the
Broome Campus in 2008. Although
located in Broome, it wi ll be a
centre for the whole University.
It will be led by Sr Sonia Wagner sgs and
Associate Professor Lyn Henderson-Yates
and its prime objective will be to promote
and integrate the reconciliation mission of
the Broome Campus throughout the
whole University. To this end, it will have
tea ching, research, cultural outreach and
cultural train ing function s.

The Broome Campus will offer a
Bachelor of Arts (Major in Aboriginal
Studies) course in 2008.
The new degree course has an emphasis
on Aboriginal Studies with a range of
elective units to be chosen from the areas
of Legal Studies, Social Justice Studies,
Politics, Psychology and Sociology. This
new degree continues the University's
mission as a Campus of Reconci liation.
The course is focussed on developing
awareness of the historical, social and legal
areas which impact on the participation of
Aborigin al and Torres Strait Islander
peoples in Australian society. The course
also raises students' awareness of the
important role of individuals, and society in
general, ·1n addressing issues facing
Indigenous Australians.

The three-year course includes fo ur
compulsory units and four elective units
each year, which can be stud ied externa lly.
Ass istan t Dean of Arts and Sc iences,
Broome, Associate Professor Lyn
Henderson-Yates said offering a Bachelo r
of A rts degree was an exciting initiative.
" The Broome Campus is ideal ly located to
deliver the degree as it is in a culturally rich
and strong region of Western Austra lia
and it has Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal
lecturers who will bring to t heir teac hing,
extensive experience and qualificat ions in
Aboriginal Studies, Sociology and Legal
Studies," she said
Deputy Vice Chancellor, Broome, Sister
Sonia Wagner sgs said the course offered a
new and exciting oppo rtunity to promote
the process of reconcil iation between
Aboriginal and non -Aborigina l people.

National indigenous leader appointed Adjunct Professor
Well-known indigenous leader,
Mr Patrick Dodson will take up the
position of Adjunct Professor at the
School of Arts and Sciences on the
Broome Campus in 2008.
Mr Dodson, a regular guest speaker at the
Campus, is the Chai rman of the Kimberley
Development Council and Chairman of the
Lingiari Foundation, an organisation with a
charter to promote reconciliation between
Australians through educati on, research and
public advocacy. His appointment comes as
the Broome Campus prepares to establish
a Centre for Indigenous Studies and offer
a Bachelor of Arts (Major in Aboriginal
Studies) in 2008 for the first time.
The man known as the 'Father of
Reco nciliati on' recently accepted the offer
from th e Vice Chancellor, Dr Peter Tannock.
He w rote in hi s letter of thanks to th e
Vice Chance llor:

"I am most pleased to accept this offer
and look forward to future engagements
with Notre Dame here in Broome. I am also
looking forwa rd to further conversations
with Sonia Wagner in Broome regarding the
ways in which Notre Dame Broome might
develop a partnership with a proposed
Kimberley Institute involving key Indigenous
organisation here in the Kimberley. "
Dr Tannock said the appointment recognised
Mr Dodson's national leadership role in the
area of Reconciliation, his special contribution
to the advancement of the Aboriginal peo ple
of Australia and his regular contributions as
a guest lecturer on the Broome Campus.
Deputy Vice Chancellor, Broome, Sr Sonia
Wagner sgs welcomed the appointment.
"We are privil eged to welcome Mr Dodso n
to our Campus as Adjunct Professor and look
fo rward to new opportunities for dialogue,
education and resea rch that will co ntribute
to the ca use of reconciliation," she said.

New Adjunct Professor, Patrick Dodson

Unique insight into
teaching in remote
communities
Third year Education student,
Alisdair McGuffin describes teaching
in a remote community as a
fascinating experience.
"I wou ld recommend it to anyone. It is
possibly the most fascinating way to look
at and experience the remote teaching
service without taking a binding contract
with the Department of Education and
Trai ning (DET) or Catholic Education Office
(CEO)," he says. "I have immersed myself
total ly in the community, which has been
very rewarding."
Alisdair taught at Fitzroy Crossing District
High School for ten weeks and also taught
at Muludja remote community east of Fitzroy
Crossing during his practical placement.
He said the cultural differences learnt in
Aboriginal Studies was invaluable during
his placement, but it was still difficult not
to place his values and world view over
those of the community.
"Things are done ,n different ways and
you have to go wi th the flow and not
interfere unless specifically asked to,"
he says.
"I think that to teach in th is environment
you must be flexible. We often have kids
arrive here from other communities and
they just join in with the rest.
"When I fi rst arrived at this community I
realised that no matter where you are and
whatever the cultural setting, kids are kids.
They are exploring, testing, learning and
playing. Al l in all, a teacher must w ear
many hats, you just have to roll your
sleeves up and get into it."

A journey of healing in India
Rachel Prout will travel to India in
January spending four weeks working
alongside renowned humanitari an
and Trustee of New Hope Trust India,
Magg ie Sister.
New Hope provides essential medical care
and rehabilitation services to leprosy patients.
disabled and homeless children and the
first year nurse believes the experience will
greatly benefit her. "I believe nurses develop
professional ly through experience and w hat
a privileged experience this w ill be," she sa,d.
Rachel was invited on the trip by Maggie
Sister who has spent 18 years supporting
and nurturing the New Hope community.
She will visit a children's orphanage in Visak
in the north east before embarking on a 1O
hour bus journey to Orissa and the main
Hope Indian Hospital that services about
50,000 tribal people. There she will be
assisting with cataract surgery. Rachel will
then journey further into India via tra in,
bus and on foot to reach a leprosy colony
where she will spend a few days.
" I'm looking forward to meeting people
who live a different life from me,"
Rachel said.
"Hopefully somewhere along the track I
might have something to offer but for me
it is a real privilege to be going with
someone as experienced as Maggie. I feel
that I have a lot to learn from her."
Rachel believes studying on the Broome
Campus has prepared her well for the
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adventure. She recently presented a
group tutorial on t rans-cultural nursing.
" It helped me th ink about how to
app roach people in a way that maintain s
both healt h and culture as t he two are
often synonymous.
"Acknowledging culture in the context of
health is not only important for the
pat ient, but it also develops us as nurses.
We have so much to learn from others. "
Rachel said she was grateful for t he
w isdom of nursing lecturers w ho explained
the challenges of nursing care. " In doin g
so they give us pe rmission to practise t he
things t hat are already in our hearts. I
hope to use my experience in India to
broaden my understanding and to glean
the wisdom from ways of life that are so
different from my own," she said.
Rachel adm its to enjoying adventure and
experiencing new places. She chose to
study the Te rtiary Enabling Prog ram at the
Broome Campus in 2006 and believes the
move from Perth was a wise choice .
" Broome has been a very calming place fo r
me to tackle this challenge. The beauty of
this place never escapes me. My gran was
a nurse in Halls Creek and there was
someth ing about her t hat I always loved, a
calm humour about life. Now that I have
spent some time up here and have seen
some of the beauty that she saw, I
understand w hy this place was special to
her and how it shaped a part of her. It's like
the pindan stains you on the in side too."

2006 Valedictorian - Jessica Crook
Bachelor of Education graduate, Jessica Crook was awarded the Pa tricia and
Michael Kailis Award as the highest achieving student during the Broome
Campus Graduation Ceremony.
Jessica, one of fifty-three students to graduate, also presented the Valedictorian speech in
which she t hanked staff for providing a memorable learn ing environment.
"This University has not only guided us in be coming qualified professionals, but has nurtured
personal development and walked t he talk when it comes to living the Catholic vision, " she said.
UNJV~
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Alisdair McGuffin with participants in t he Active After
School and Auskick programs.

Nursing lec turer. Kay Stringer; Tru ste e, M aggie Sister
with Rachel Prout.

Patricia and Michael Kailis Award winner, Jessica Crook.
Photography courtesy of Red Dirt Photography
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FREMANTLE
Arts & Sciences students present proposal to Nyungar elder and WA Chief Justice
Western Australia's Chief Justice, the
Hon Wayne Martin visited in August
to hear a group of students' proposal
for a solution to petty crime amongst
indigenous people - The Diversion
Just ice Program.
The Arts and Science students put together
the proposal after Mr Neville Collard, an
ex-policeman and respected Nyungar elder,
approached them to help convey his views
and ideas on reducing indigenous petty
crime to Justice M artin.

The group's rationale states:
"Wh ilst there is a sma ll core group of
people w ho fall into repeat offending, the
significant majority of offenders come into
only sporadic contact with the justice system.
This contact, however, can expose people
to the influence of others who can draw
them into more serious crimes and along
with the lack of resources and opportunities,
could result in people falling into, or being
introduced to more serious offending

patterns. The Diversion Justice Program
intervenes at an early stage to address these
issues and provide an alternative which
can engage the interest of the offender."
It also aims to address personal issues, such
as drug and alcohol abuse. that may have
contributed to t he crime being committed.
Offenders would have to do things such as
apologise to the victim, undertake
community service, repair property damage
and attend drug/alcohol rehabilitation.

to something they had put so much
work into.
"Having Justice Martin come and listen
to our ideas really made everything
worthwhile. He was genuinely interested
in ou r presentation and gave many
valuable suggestions and comments,"
said Mrs Macrae.

"They will be given cultu rally relevant and
uplifting work and assist the community in
a way that encourages self worth and
contribution to society," said Mr Collard .
Justice Martin was very impressed wit h the
presentation. " This is a very wise topic to
take on. It really is the most important
issue I am confronting at the moment,"
said Justice Martin.
Arts and Sciences student, Lee MacRae.
said they were extremely grateful that
Justice Martin took the time to listen

Seated: Arts and Sciences lecturer. David Platt;
Chief Justice Wayne Martin and Neville Collard.
Standing: Students Lee MacRae & Catherine Mulroney

Exhibition highlights issues of poverty and lack of freedom
Arts and Sciences honours student,
Sr Elsa Cornejo SJA has turned a
collection of poignant photographs
depicting peop le's lives in the slums
of Guatemala City into an exhibition.
In July, Sr Elsa travelled to Guatemala and
handed 10 young people ca meras, asking
them to capture the essence of growing up
In their city. The photographers then choose
five photos each that best represented the
issues they face such as extreme poverty
and lack of freedom and the effects they
have on the city and its people.
Sr Cornejo, w ho is majoring in Theology
and Social Justice, travelled to Guatemala
with the desire to look at the experience
of impoverished young people for her thesis.
"I wanted to gain an understanding of
how the concept of empowerment is

understood from t he political, social,
economic and cu ltural context of young
people in Guatemala City. The best way I
could think of doing t his was to get them
to tell me themselves - through photos, "
said Sr Cornejo.
She said the exhibition tel ls the story of
this, of the struggle, hope, faith, poverty
and the search for empowerment they
experience everyday.
"I really believe that this exhibition carries
the young people's voice (often not heard)
across frontiers and expresses to all those
who see it, the need for change in our
world. In many ways it is raising critical
consciou sness for the people who have
no knowledge of Guatemala and the
reality that people live on a daily basis, "
said Sr Cornejo .
Sr Elsa Corneio SJA
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WA Governor visits
the Campus
The Governor of Western Australia,
His Excellency Dr Kenneth Michael
and his wife, Mrs Julie Michael, visited
the Fremantle Campus in September.
An engineer by traini ng, the Governor was
extremely interested in the adaptat ion of
many heritage listed buildings in the West
End of Fremantle for the University's use.
He commented on how impressed he was
with the 'honesty and integrity' with how
it had been done.

WA Minister for
Education and
Training tours

Christian Meditation
leader speaks on the
value of meditation

The Western Australian Minister for
Education and Training, the Hon
Mark McGowan, visited the
Fremantle Campus in October.

The Di rect or fo r the World
Community for Christian Meditation,
Fr Laurence Freeman OSB, visited
the Fremantle Campus in late May
t o talk about the role meditation
plays in Christian ity.

The purpose of the visit was for Mr
McGowan to meet with the Vice Chancellor,
Dr Peter Tannock, the Provost and Executive
Dean of the College of Medicine, Professor
Mark McKen na and other senior staff to talk
about the programs offered by the University,
f uture plans and teacher education courses.

During the tour, Dr Michael met with the
President of the Student Assoc iation,
James Scannell; Vice President. Nour Huenidi;
Head of Student Life, Dave McLean;
Campus Chaplain, Fr Greg Watson and
Acting Head of Academic and Student
Services, Steve McVey, for discussions
about the University.

"We raised with the minister the possibi lity
of the State Government providing us
some low interest loan facilities to help
w ith the expansion of our teacher
education prog ram. We talked about what
we might do and how we m ight do it.
"It was a good and constructive visit and I
th ink the Minister is very interested in what
he saw of the Campus," said Dr Tannock.

An afternoon tea was also held for the
Governor to meet with the Schools' Deans.
Having previously been Chancel lor of The
University of Western Australia, he was
fascinated with the prog ress and
development taking place among the
different faculties.

After a brief ing session on the University,
M r McGowan was taken on a tour of the
schools and facilities.
Mr McGowan said he thought Notre Dame
was extremely beautiful, interesti ng and a
great contribution to the Fremantle
landscape.

His Excellency wrote to the Vice Chancellor
after the visit, thanking him for the
conducted tour. In h is letter he also wrote,
"Everyone involved since the inception
of the Catholic University concept only
some 20 years ago, can be just ifiably
proud of the remarkable achievement at
Notre Dame."

"The visit w as very worthwh ile and I was
part icula rly impressed with the faci lities on
offer at t he School of Medicine, " said
Mr McGowan.

Fr Freema n's semina r, entitled 'What do
you wa nt from me - transform ing the
pow er of prayer,' foc used on how
Ch rist ian Meditation had been a vital part
of the Ch urch for over 1, 500 years but t he
practice of it gradually fe ll away.
He spoke o f t he value o f meditation in this
day and age, when people are bom barded
with choices, and led t he group into a 20
m in ute exercise o f sile nt reflection.
Campus Minister, Tom Gan non , said it
was an inspirational talk w hich has
encouraged t he University to sta rt its own
meditation group.
" It was t ruly rema rkable to be in a room
w ith over 120 people and to have it
absolutely si lent during t he reflect ion .
Ca mpus Ministry w ill now b e putti ng on
Ch ristian M editation sessions in t he Chapel
every w eek," sa id M r Gan non.
Fr Freeman w as born in London and
educated by the Benedictines. He assisted
Fr Joh n Main, his spiritual guide, with th e
establishment of the f irst Christian
Meditation centre in Loridon in 1975.
From this cent re he now serves a w orld w ide
network of 27 meditation centres and more
t ha n 1,400 weekly meditation groups in 50
cou ntries. He travels regularly to North an d
Sout h A merica , Europe, Asi a and Aust ra lia.

Celebrating
generous support
2

3

A celebrat ion of the completion of
St Teresa's Library w as hosted on
June 22 to tha nk all do nors wh o
had contribut ed to the An nual
Appeal in 2006 and t o show case
the extensive up-gra de of th e
library's facilit ies.
Fu nds ra ised in 2006 supported the
renovations made to the Li brary. Gu ests
were in t he presence of t he Most Reverend
Barry J Hickey, A rchbishop of Perth, and
other supporters of Notre Dame in t he
beautifully fin ished Li brary.

1. Nour Huenidi, His Excellency Dr Kenneth Michael, M rs Michael, James Scannell & Dave McLean.

2. The Hon Mark McGowan with Professor Mark M cKenna.
3. Celebration of the complet,on of St Teresa's Library. Carolyn Tannock, Gillian and Pe ter Fa,rweat her. Bow Wakenshaw, Jenny Fairweathe r

•
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SYDNEY
Notre Dame attracts bipartisan support for students

New student
leadership program
The Newman Program will be
launched for student leaders from
the begin ning of 2008. The aim of
the program is to identify students
w ho have the potential to become
future leaders of commerce, civic
life, education, the arts and industry
in society and engage these
students in a program that w ill
nu rture th eir spiritual, socia l and
civic awareness.
The program draws its name and
inspiration from Englishman John Henry
Cardinal Newman's writings on the 'Idea
of a University'.
Students will be assigned a mentor who is
a leader in their own professional and/or
spiritual community. Students and mentors
wi ll meet regularly to discuss their progress
at university, to set future goals and to
engage in discussions about current issues.
Guest speakers, culturally broadening
experiences, retreats a_nd engagement in
university activities also form part of
the program.

Mr Kevin Rudd

Shadow Minister for Education and
Training, Stephen Smith and Labor
leader, Kevin Rudd met with the
Vice Chancellor Dr Peter Tannock
and the Archbishop of Sydney,
Cardinal George Pell on the
Broadway site of the Sydney
Campus earlier this year.
Whilst touring the facilities they discussed
the Labor Party's support for Notre Dame
and their intention to provide additional
Commonwealth supported undergraduate
places for the Fremantle and Sydney
campuses in the priority areas of teaching,
nursing and medicine.
The promised funding would support 100
additional places in teaching and 80 in
nursing for the Sydney Campus and means
an additional 100 places in teaching, 20 in
nursing and 30 in medicine for Fremantle.

" I'm highly supportive of initiatives of the
Church in education, especially higher
education, and welcome continued
engagement with Catholic institutions in
this area," said Mr Rudd.
This support would be on top of an
additional 200 places in 2008 announced
by the Federal Minister for Education,
Science and Training, the Hon Julie Bishop
in September.
100 of these places were be allocated to
Sydney (50 teaching and 50 nursing
places) and the other 100 to Freman tie (70
teaching and 20 nursing places).
Cardinal George Pell expressed his
gratitude to both parties. " It is great to
have bipartisan support for the University.
"Both leaders are Christian and
understand the contribution of the Church
to education," he said .

Sydney Campus Minister, Anthony Crook.
initiated the idea to offer something more
to the students. " It is important that we
encourage students to develop their sense
of self, their leadership skills and to view
the world in tandem with thei r academic
endeavours . We hope that it w ill enable
them to develop into leaders in t heir
professional communit ies who are
respected for t heir unique gifts beyond just
their academic achievement," he said.
Deputy Vice Chancellor, M r Peter Glasson
added, "This program fits harmoniously
within our mission as a Catholic university.
The promotion of educational experiences
beyond the academic is something we are
constantly working towards, through our
comprehensive admissions system and
other programs within the University."
M r Crook confirmed that the application
process was underway and that a cohort
of approximately 20 students would be
selected early in 2008. "We hope the
program grows with the support of the
University community and the professions
it seeks to prepare leaders for," he said .
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Ms Kate Marie (Program Director, Schwartz Foundation),
Dr Peter Tannock, Dr Jerry Schwartz &
Professor Julie Quinlivan.

Generous donation for
Sydney Medical School
Prominent doctor and philanthropist,
Dr Jerry Schwartz has donated
$250,000 to the School of Medicine,
Sydney to establish the Schwartz
Foundation Anatomy Museum and
Clinical Skills Laboratory.
The M useum will house a large collection
of anatomical models and plasticised body
parts to aid in the teach ing of anatomy
and physiology to medical students.
Dean of the School of Medicine, Sydney,
Professor Julie Quinlivan was delighted to
receive sup port from a member of the
Sydney medical community. "The medical
cou rse is very strong on anatomy and
pathology t raining with more hours
devoted to these key disciplines than any
other A ustralian medical school. The
museum will be a valuable resource for
teaching. The School intends to have
plastinated human bodies avai lable for
teach ing and viewing," she said.
Dr Schwartz was equally enthusiastic about
the opportunities to be involved in Sydney's
new est medical school. Dr Schwartz said:
"I am t hrilled to be involved at th is initial
stage with such a dynamic medica l school.
Being a cosmetic surgeon, I know that
there is a great need for a good basic
anatomical knowledge, and my involvement
wi th the anatomy faculty will assist in t he
development of trainee doctors."
"Victoria Street, where the new medical
campus is situated has a lot of nostalgia for
me. My father had his dental surgery in this
street for many, many years; and likewise
one of his hotels was on this street."
The mission of the Notre Dame Sydney
School of Medicine is to develop future
leaders for the va lues driven and general
health care sector in Australia. The School
will cater for students from along the entire
eastern seaboard of Australia by providing
them with the opportunity to undertake
their clinical years training in New South
Wales and Victoria All of the 112 places
offered to the first intake of students have
been accepted for commencement of the
course in January 2008.

Moving mosaic wins engineer awards
Mr Elwyn Berchowitz, senior
eng ineer for Meinhardt NSW was
recognised in September for his
work on the Sydney Campus at the
prestigious 2007 Engineering
Excellence Awards.
The awards recognise the work of
eng ineers who have been challenged w ith
engineering problems which have required
th em to be innovative and creative.
They were initiated in 1935 by Australian
engineer John Bradfield, who designed the
Sydney Harbou r Bridge.
Mr Berchowtz received the Environment &
Heritage, and President's Award for his
significant work in moving a 65 tonne
mosaic, approximately 11 metres high, as
part of the restoration of the historic
Sacred Heart Church which is located at
Notre Dame's Darlinghurst site.
Extensive planning occurred in preparation
for it, including advice from conservation
architects, heritage architects and
engineering consultants .

Notre Dame's architect, Marcus Collins
explain s, "The shifting of the very large
1960's mosaic Risen Christ by famous
Ital ian scu lptor Enrico Gaudenzi and
manufactured by the Vatican Mosaic
Studio in Rome, w ithout the loss of a
sin gle t ile, was a major eng ineering feat.
" I know from my expe rience as a heritage
architect of 30 years t hat no previous
project has come close to needing the
scope and complexity of engineering
service, than were required in conserving
this bui ldi ng."
The historic Sacred Heart Church has
now been restored to its 1912
arch itectural heritage.
The Sydney Morning Herald reported
M r Berchowitz as saying, "The project
certainly ranks up there w ith some of t he
best I have been involved in and everyone
breathed a sigh of relief when we f inally
got it all put in place again."
Keeli Cambourne, 'Engineers Excellence
Awards' , 24 September 2007, p.26.
The move was essential in the
development of the Darlinghurst site
wh ich is the locat ion for t he new seven
storey buildi ng providing state-of-the-art
facilit ies for Not re Dame's School of
Nursing and the new School of Medicine,
which will open ea rly 2008.
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World Youth Day 2008
Planning is well underway at all three
Notre Dame campuses for ou r involvement
in WYD2008. In Principi a will be covering
the event in the Semester 2, 2008 ed ition.
For more information visit:
www.wyd2008.org
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An Architect,
Australian Heritage and
a Catholic University
The place .... the streets of the
historic West End of Fremantle,
Western Australia; the Architect. . .
Marcus Collins, award winning
architect; the outcome ... an
extraordinary relationship between a
man and an educational institution
which would span over a decade.

I

I

It was in 1981 after returning to Perth
from four yea rs wo rking as an architect in
Europe and the Middle East that Marcus
Collins met Dr Peter Tannock. Various
intermediaries had recommended M arcus
and his work to Peter. Acting on the
recommendations, he appointed Marcus as
joint architect for t he new family home he
was building. It was during this project t hat
he became extremely interested in, and
impressed by, Marcus' arch itectu ral ideas
and concept s.
It was not until 1985 w hen Peter was
appointed as the Director of Catholic
Education of Western Au st ralia (CEOWA)
that he would aga in work w ith Marcus
on a building project. In his role as Director
he would assist the late Archbishop
William Foley, to acqui re, on behalf of the
CEOWA, the former Home of the Good
Shepherd to be used as the new Catholic
Education Centre.
The magnificent group of buildings, built
from 1904 t hroug h to the 1970's, w as
owned by the Sisters of the Good
Shepherd. "A home dedicated to rescuing
delinquent girls and women, and
protecting those in moral danger,"
Geraldine Byrne wrote in her book on the
history of the Sisters of the Good Shepherd
in WA, Built on a Hilltop.
The 1904 building was designed by
architect Richard Dennehy, who
coincidentally, also designed the school
building on the Sydney Campus'
Broadway site some 20 years earlier.
Both have been designed in an
institutional Italianate style.
'Tara' as it had been nicknamed, was a
beautiful building; however. it and the
other buildings of the complex were run
down and needed urgent restoration w ork.
Peter advised Archbishop Foley t hat t he
historic buildings should be restored and
recommended that Marcus Collins be the
architect for the extensive restoration.

That was the beginning ....
When Peter Ta nnock was appointed as
Vice Chancellor in 1992 , he knew that
Marcus Collins would be the ideal architect
to work on transforming the Fremantle
bu ildings into educational facilities.
He explains: "Our need was to utilise
them (the buildings) for purposes other
than which they were established.
Marcus offered immense ability and
understanding, especially with restoration
of buildings and thei r conversion. We
decid ed that he was the one we wanted.
The Board accepted this advice and so he
was appointed as our architect, and t he
rest, as they say, is history."
Many readers would be aware of the
University's humble beginnings. The
purc hase of warehouses, banks and pubs
in the West End of Fremantle is well
documented, as is the extensive 'recycling'
or restoration of these historic bu ildings.
From the beginning, Marcus was faced
with many cha llenges; architectural,
financial, and functio nal, as well as
respecting the buildings' heritage. There
was, and still is, a need to be extremely
innovat ive, as often Notre Dame's
ambitions for physical development
outstrip its resources and adjustments have
had to be made. The lessons learnt on the
early Fremant le projects have been carried
over to the Broome and Sydney campuses.

outside his Notre Dame work. He
understands that the bu ildings have to
be used and they have to be used for our
purposes so he is not into foolish heritage
pretension or attention for the sake of
doing it; it has to have a
functional edge.
"He is a very functional architect. The
consistency of style, colour and pattern,
and even structure, has been a very
important part of bind ing the quite
disparate campus at Fremantle together
and also our other campuses. People talk
about the same carpet, the same colour
schemes, and the use of jarrah, glass and
steel. While each job is handled specifically
to respect th eir ind ividual characteristics, it
is through the use of these aesthetics that
we've tried to create a common culture.
Whilst Marcus has played a major role, it is
important to acknowledge he wasn't the
'only player'. Notre Dame's successful
physical development can also be
attributed to some other key people in
addition to Marcus:
Interior Decorator, Angela Chaney;
Campus Development Manager,
Terry Craig; Builder, Bill Fairweather and
architect, Dean Fehlburg.

Peter Tannock ref lects: " I think the
Un iversity's growth on its three
ca mpuses is a tremendous reflect ion of
Marcus' creativity, dedication, energy,
some might say fanaticism and his
commitment to qua lity.

Angela Chaney made a major contribution
in setting much of the ambience for the
University. She assisted the founders in
creating t he physical 'culture' of Notre
Dame. Angela was a part of the close
working team which also included Terry
Craig and the late Bil l Fa irweather. Along
with Dean Fehlburg, Marcus' colleague
these people have made substantial
contributions to Notre Dame.

"Even if it is an inexpensive job, there is
no excuse for absence of qual ity. I believe
that we challenged the view all along, that
you have to spend vast amounts of money
to get a beautiful, functional outcome.
You don't, and he has certain ly
demonstrated that.

Terry Craig is now overseeing the
development on the two sites of the
Sydney Campus. Terry has managed the
Fremantle Campus' development and is
noted for his patience and fine taste. He
has a shown a great empathy for Notre
Dame and its physical history.

"Over the years, he has done some
incredible work for us and we have been
so fortunate to have the one architect
overall for almost everything we have
done. Of course, that has given us a
consistency and continuity of quality in our
style, w hich has been very important to
the University.

Bill Fa irweather, who died earlier this year,
was an incredibly generous person.
He embraced the University as his personal
mission. Notre Dame is perma nently
indebted to him. The beauty of the West
End in Fremantle is very much a reflection
of Bill's dedication and commitment as
both builder and 'architect'. Bi ll's son, Peter,
continues the tradition of W Fairweather &
Son Pty Ltd's relationship with the University.

"On the Fremantle Campus, we knew
these buildings were old, and in many
cases, decrepit, and in every case, not built
for the purpose for which we are using
them. We also knew that most of them
were potentia lly beautiful, and we weren't
interested in just preserving an old building,
come what may, we wanted it to be
functional. One of the good things about
Marcus as a heritage arch itect, from my
viewpoint anyway, is that he has wide
experience in education projects,

notable are his achievements with the
School of Medicine in Henry Street,
previously a furn iture factory; the Drill Ha ll,
where the fabric was intact, but the
bu ilding was in poor condition; and the
Arts and Sciences building on the corner
of High and Cliff Streets. Marcus turned a
building that originally built as a 19th
cen tury bank in to a modern science
complex. This was a difficu lt project
because for the first time he had to 'fight
the architecture' which contradicted his
philosophy to adapt the University and its
functions to the architecture that exists.
The beautiful Fremantle Hotel is another
example of a superb piece of restoration.
Adapted for the School of Business and to
accommodate the University's main
meeting rooms, it has retained its original
structure and is much safer than it was
before its purchase by the University.
Marcus' work for Notre Dame has
continued into what is a new era for
Australia's only private Catholic University
as it established its third campus in
Sydney in 2006. The rejuvenation of the
St Benedict's site on the city fringe at
Broadway included significant work on the
historic St Benedict's Church and the
former school buildings bui lt in 1883
through to 1925.
On the seco nd site at Darlinghurst, Marcus
has been t he architect for a new sevenstorey education building which will be the
ho me for the Schools of Medicine and
Nursing. Located in the historic building
complex of the Sacred Heart Parish,
the project has incl uded the restoration of
the 1912 Sacred Heart Church and parish
faci lities, including moving the Church's
1962 65 tonne mosaic, Risen Christ, to the
original 19 12 end of the nave.

The future
The University has demonstrated the
im mense value in recycling heritage
buildings for educational uses. It has
created a much valued corporate identity
and a special learn ing environment that
has played an important ro le in its success
as a new tertiary institution in Australia.
The design for the two new bu ildings in
Fremantle and Darlinghurst furth er
promotes the Notre Dame culture. Marcus'
use of brick and steel reflects the
industrial, Victorian heritage of the
majority of t he University's buildings.

Dea n Feh lburg has had a wide range of
experience in education bu ildings and has
brought to the many Notre Dame projects
a pract ical and common sense approach
which has significantly assisted the success
of the recyc ling/restorat ion of the bu ildings.

In Marcus' own words ... " We have tried
to create modern, funct ional, and flexible,
education buildings that respon d to, and
respect, the heritage precincts within
which they are located , and the Notre
Dame ethos."

Notable successes

By Michelle Ebbs, Public Relations and
Communications Manager

By 2006, Marcus Collins had won nine
heritage awards for his restoration work
on Notre Dame's bui ldings. Pa rticularly

Byrne Geraldine, Bwlt

2002, p.5

on a Hilltop, Perth;

Scott Print,
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ARTS & SCIE N CES
Student production
Each year th e Theatre st udents on
the Fremantle Cam pus present a
performance in second semester as
part of their Theatre Studies major.
The performance alternates between
student devised work and script based.

CLARK IN

SARAJEVO

This year students are both producing and
performing in a thought-provoking
prod uction, Clark in Saraj evo, written by
Australian playwright Catherine Zimdahl.

Clark in Sarajevo explores the raw emotion
of the people w ho were involved in t he
siege of Sarajevo, a conflict which occurred
only 15 years ago. Bosnia's bid for freedom
from Yugoslavia turned a beautifu l city
into a devastating nightmare. Through the
eyes of an innocent and idealistic reporter,
Clark Cant, we are shown why we should
never take our own freedom for granted,
and why we shouldn't ignore the
oppression of others. Although it is a heart
breaking story, it is also incredibly relevant.
According to the Sun Herald, " this is
theatre to set the heart racing ... "
Theatre Studies Coordinator, Janny O'Connell,
chose this play for a number of reasons.
Firstly to enlighten the students and the
audience to t he siege of Sarajevo a part of
history that happened in their life time and
had such profound ramifications. Particularly
as the School of Arts and Sciences focuses
on social j ustice, history and politics it
seemed a perfect script to contribute to
this aspect of the students' learning.
In terms of the requirements of the unit it
is a script that allows all 26 students to
perform which is a very important aspect
of their theatre training and it had some
interesting dramatic elements to challenge
the st udents.
One of the most important elements of
this unit is the process of production. The
students, as well as acting in the play, have
to take responsibility for all elements of
the production including, marketing,
directing, choreographing, researching,
costuming, lighting, sound and visual effects.
They produce assignments related to these
areas as well as actually putting these
elements into practice for the f inal

performance. Although the final
performance is important, Janny says she
sees the process of bringing all aspects of
the play together as the most important
part of the students' learning.
"The most challenging aspect of the unit for
me as the lecturer is to allow the students
the latitude to do it their way. I can only
guide t he students in the production areas.
Ultimately they have to take ownership of
it and learn by trial and error what works
and what doesn't. W ith only 13 weeks for
the students to block and learn lines then

bring in all the other production elements
it is quite a challenge for them and requires
a lot of extra hours beyond our class t ime.
"They also really need to learn to cohere
as a group as it is essential to work as a
whole unit if t hey want to be successful.
This brings many challenges in itself but
ultimately they do learn the value of
cooperation and it is gratifying to see
often very diverse groups learn to value
each other's talents and strengths."
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BUSI N ESS
Notre Dame 'Dream Team' wins State competition
... - - Fwst ~ W~

Four business students from the
Fremantle Campus beat the odds
and 11 other teams to win one of
Western Australia's most prestigious
student accounting competitions.

and Seurina Maharaj came into the
competition with a fresh, professional
approach against teams from Curtin
University, Murdoch University and
The University of Western Australia.

The Notre Dame 'Dream Team·

Deloitte Australia, one of Australia's preeminent accounting firms, holds t he
competition every year. It gives WA
accounting students the opportunity to
apply knowledge to 'real world' situations,
gain insight into the type of work
performed by the Deloitte practice and
meet with industry experts.

Throughout the five week competition
students used the skills and knowledge
gained in the classroom to apply innovative
thinking to solve a business case study.
Each week, specific tasks were set to
develop students' presentation, problem
solving and business skills in a high
pressure environment.

"As the weeks progressed and we became
a better team we did start to think we had
a shot at t he big prize, " said Tom Francis.

This was the first time a Notre Dame team
had entered the competition . Students,
Tom Francis, Sean Vincent, Ben Fountain

Now dubbed the 'Deloitte Dream Team
2007' the studen ts said they came into the
competitions w ith no expectations, but

knew they had to take a different
approach to their task if they wanted to
beat the other more experienced teams.

"Winning was the best feeling, it was the
ultimate validation that we took a chance
and chose a different angle to the other
groups with our final presentation. I think
the competition is invaluable for
developing contacts in the industry."

International business student produces survival DVD to assist migrants & refugees
Master of Business international student, Mr Andres
Arevalo worked with the Fremantle Multicultural Centre
earlier this year to produce a DVD which will assist
refugees and new migrants to develop their
' Sight Survival Literacy', in other words, to read signs.
Funded through a grant from the Department of Education,
Science and Training, the DVD is produced in five languages and
covers areas where signs are mandatory such as roads, footpaths,
train stations, schools, shopping centres, car parks, the workplace,
warning signs, first aid and labels on foods.

Mr Bernard Wandei, who also works at the centre as the Refugee
Youth Access Officer, said that the DVD w ill be very useful.
He explained, " Many refugees come from a background where
rules are not necessarily enforced as they are here. It is important
that they respect the rules and understand t heir relevance
especially for t heir own safety."

M r Arevalo, originally from Colombia, explained, "A lot of
migrants come from rural areas in their home country, it is a real
culture shock when they first arrive.
" Not only is there a language barrier, but Australia is very sign
orientated. We hope to assist them in gaining a basic
understanding of signs."
Mr Arevalo undertook extensive research in preparation for this
important project. He conducted a number of focus groups where
the participants identified t he many challenges that refugees and
migrants have in their daily life, such as the difficulties in just
finding their way around with public transport.

Andres Arevalo with his w ,fe. Uhana Sanchez, baby Manajose Arevalo Sanchez and
Bernard Wandei.

School of Business celebrates international appointment
Fremantle School of Business lecturer, Professor John Doyle, has been appointed the new
Auditor General for the Canadian province of British Columbia (BC).
Professor Doyle, who is also currently the Deputy Auditor General for Western Australia, will be leaving for
Canada at the end of the year to take up the position in the city of Victoria, Vancouver Island.
Notre Dame's Vice Chancellor, Dr Peter Tannock said that the School of Business w as sorry to lose such an
outstanding teacher, but he w as delighted with Professor Doyle's success.
Professor John Doyle
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Students awarded for excellence
Seven School of Education,
Fremantle students received
scholarships and awards.
Four students were each given $12,000
Country Service Scholarships from the
Catholic Education Office (CEO) of
Western Australia, designed to encourage
graduates to teach in rural areas. Only four
scholarships are offered to Western
Australian tertiary students.
Students Gemma Gordon, Amanda De
Gooijer, Morgan Schorer and Christine
Terrantory received one year's tuition and
living expenses and a guaranteed position
in a rural school, provided they spend
two years teaching in the country after
they graduate.
Gemma Gordon, who is planning to move
to Kununurra, said she applied for the
scholarship because she wanted to challenge
herself and experience something different.
"I real ly think teaching in the country for a
few years wil l open up some great doors
and give me better opportunities. I am so
happy and extremely grateful to the CEO
for this chance," said Ms Gordon.

Three more students, Jayson Peacock,
Rashini Horsfal l and Teneeka Hill each
received a Primary Pre-service Award for
Excellence in Science Education and
$2,000 from the Department of Education
and Science Training (DEST).
The Australian Government offers this
award to exemplary students who w ill
complete in 2007 - as part of their
primary, early childhood or middle years
teacher education course - one or more
science education units. This is done to
encourage future primary school teachers
to develop competence and confidence in
teaching science.
Jayson Peacock, who is finishing his
Bachelor of Education (Primary) and
Bachelor of Biomedical Science this year,
sa id he felt privileged to receive the award.
"I was thrilled to receive the award as I
saw it as being recognition of t he five
years I have put into my degrees. I am
passionate about science and love
teaching it. It is great to see that the
government is trying to increase the status
of science teaching in primary schools and
create more jobs for science specialists."

New combined
degrees on offer
As a result of collaboration between
the Fremantle Campus' School of
Education and School of Arts and
Sciences, the Un iversity will offer
Western Australian student teachers
the opportunity to undertake new
fully integrated, very strong
discipline-based combined degrees.
The degrees w ill be a combined,
Bachelo r of Arts / Graduate Di ploma of
Education (Seconda ry) and a Bachelor of
Science / Graduate Diploma of Education
(Secondary) offered over four yea rs.
This new initiative is in direct response to
the recen t Senate Inquiry into Academic
Sta ndards of School Ed ucation. It w ill
provide t he highest standards of academic
prepa ration in discipl ine specific areas with
humanities students able to take a double
major in two areas of interest and
science students ab le to take a major and
two specia lisations.
In addition students wil l be offered double
t he normal amount of practicum time in
schools normally afforded to Diploma of
Education students. In total these st udents
will receive 22 weeks of practicum experience.
The cou rses have attra(ted strong federal
government endorsement through addit ional
Commonwealth Su pported Places.
"The degrees embody t he innovation,
interdisciplinary collaboration and pursuit of
excellence consistently attrib uted to a Notre
Dame education ," sa id Professor Michael
O'Neill, Executive Dean, College of Education .

CEO representative, Gerri O'Keefe; Country Service Scholarship recipients Gemma Gord n A
d
..
Jayson Peacock and Rashini Horsfall and Executive Dean of the College of Education, Pr;e~so~~~c~a~~OG~~:ir and Morgan Scharer; Science Awards recipients, Teneeka Hill,
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Professo r Beth Hands

Multi-disciplinary
research attracts funding
A multi-disciplinary team of
researchers on the Fremantle Campus
recently received a $147,809 grant
from the Carrick Institute for Learn ing
and Teaching in Higher Educat ion.
The Institute approved of the funding for a
research proposal entitled, Interactive video
analysis to develop learning and
assessment of university students' practical
and communication skills.

Full accreditation for Physio
The University was notified in
September this year by the Australian
Physiotherapy Council (APC) of the
full accreditation of its Bachelor of
Physiotherapy and Bachelor of
Physiotherapy (Honours) programs.
" The University and its physiotherapy
program are commended for the clarity of
the submission, for the comprehensive
ana lyses undertaken and for the outcomes
of their first cohort of physiotherapy
graduates," wrote Margaret Grant, Chief
Executive Officer, APC.
This most satisfying outcome 1s the final
step in the long process of establishing a
first class physiotherapy program at Notre
Dame. The first steps w ere taken by the
late Mr Brian Edwards OAM, a great
supporter of Notre Dame in its early
development. He was t he vi sionary and
driving force.
The four year program commenced in
2003, under the leadership of Head of
School, Professor Elizabeth Henley. It has
undertaken a three-stage process of
accreditation wh ich culminated in the

survey of its first cohort of graduates and
the clinical facilities w ith whom they are
now employed. This survey reinforced the
effectiveness of its teaching program for
undergraduate physioth erapy.
Current Head of Physiotherapy, Professor
Peter Hamer, paid tribute to t he
physiotherapy staff, the support from the
physiotherapy profession and the cli nical
faci lities and their clinicians who have
embraced and provided the extensive
academic and clinical education
requirements for entry into t he
physiotherapy profession.
Notre Dame's Vice Chancellor, Dr Peter
Tannock said that it was an excel lent
outcome for the University and its
dedicated and talented staff, and students,
in the physiotherapy area.
"Physiotherapy is an important part of
Notre Dame's major mission in the various
Health disciplines," he said. " The Notre
Dame Physiotherapy course has wide
support in the community and is making
an important contribution to meeting WA's
health needs."

Resea rcher and Dean of Health Sciences,
Professor Helen Parker, said the Ca rrick
Institute was particularly interested in t he
project as it met its priority to f und
innovations in learning and teaching in
relat ion to t he role of new technologies.
The proposal, led by Associate Dean of
Health Science, Professor Beth Hands, wi ll
deploy an interactive video learning
assessment package in the University's
Counselling, Education, Health and
Physical Ed ucation, Nursing and
Physiothera py disciplines.
Staff and students will use video cameras
and a software package in interactive and
pa rticipative ways for teaching, learning
and assessment in units from t he five
different degrees.
"We are very pleased to be awa rded
funding for our first application and
particularly pleased with its multidisciplinary aspect.
" If t he approach is fo und to be effective
for student learning across a range of
skills-based prof essions then we can apply
it to clinical skills learning and evaluation
in remote locations. Interactive video
analysis wou ld provide a model of t eaching
and learning excellence applicable
across Australia," sa id Professor Parker.
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Chancellor delivers
lecture series

LAW

The Chancellor, the Hon Justice
Neville Owen, delivered a series of
challenging lectures t o Law and
Business students on the Sydney
Campus in October.

Student successes at national competitions
Client Interview Competition
Two law students beat students from 25
other A ustralian universities to win the
Australian Law Students' Association
(ALSA) Client Interview Competition .
ALSA is an organisation that facilitates
communication between t he student
societies of each Australian law school
and represents them in government and
public arenas.
Fremantle students, Adele Nardizzi and
Nick Wilson were at the 29th annual ALSA
conference in Canberra where law students
from across Australia were invited to attend
a week of seminars, talks and competitions.
The pair took part in the Client Interview
Competition, designed to examine students'
skills in dealing with their clients. Undefeated
through each round they reached the
Grand Final, held in the Australian
Federal Court, where they triumphed over
The University of New South Wales.
Competition winner, Ms Nardizzi said she
is thrilled about the win.
"I'm grateful to the Notre Dame Law
Students' Society, its sponsors, and the
Notre Dame Law School for the opportunity
to participate in such a widely renowned
event. I think this win will greatly contribute
to our future careers," said Ms Nardizzi.

Administrative Appeals Tribunal
(MT) moot competition
Fremantle Law students, Laura Coffey and
Tomas Fitzgerald, have won the national
Administrative Appeals Tribunal (AAT)
moot competition, held in Sydney.
The MT is a federa l body which hears
appeals on the merit of decisions made by
government bodies such as Centrelink and
the Department of Veteran Affairs.
From the beginni ng of second semeste r
18 teams from 15 law schools competed
weekly in hearings held at M T registries
around the country.
After winning all their heats the students
flew to Sydney to compete in the Grand
Final, where they defeated the Australian
National University. Mr Fitzgerald was also
successful in winning Best Speaker for
the competition.
"This competition has been a fantastic
insight into the kind of work the AAT
conducts and has given me a real interest
in the area of Administrative Law. The
opportunity to compete against the best
law schools from around the country was
amazing, and we are very happy with ou r
success," said Mr Fitzgerald.

Justice Owen has had a prestigious law
career which has seen him serving as
Justice of Western Australia 's Supreme
Court, being appointed as the Royal
Commissioner to investigate the HIH
Insurance Group col lapse in New South
Wales and acting as an advisor to the
Australian Law Reform Commission.
The first talk, My Word is my Bond, was
on Contract Law; the second talk entitled
Ethics Commercial Practice: Right, Wrong
and Indifferent, saw him address both Law
and Business students on the topic of
ethics and commercial practice and the
final lecture in the series, The Development
of the Trial Process, outlined how t he jury
system evolved over the centuries to
resemble the current system.
Law student, Maria Maccarrone, sa id she
was extremely impressed with the lectures
and thought t hey were very relevant and
applicable to what she was learning in class.
"What was so intriguing was list ening to
a just ice speaking about contract law from
a different perspective from a lecturer.
Justice Owen helped me comprehend
that contract law is not just about
knowing the theories, but about being
able to apply t hem to the facts of a
situation where it is relevant.
Justice Owen stressed to students that t he
key values essential to a life in an ethical
profession are honesty, fidelity, diligence,
competence and dispassion.
"Justice Owen really has the abil ity to get
everyone involved which is what made
the talks so interest ing and is something
the students will remember,'' said
Ms Maccarrone.

Law students. Adele Nard1w and Nick Wilson, with
their ALSA trophy.

The AAT moot winners, Laura Coffey and
Tomas Fitzgerald.

Sydney Law students, Daniel Ang, M ark Yum,
Mana Maccarrnne. Sara h Egan and Cathryn Barnes with
the Hon Justice Neville Owen.
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School of Law, Fremantle celebrates 10th Anniversary
Law alumni, current and past staff,
donors and many members of Perth's
legal community gathered on Thursday
8 November to celebrate 1Oyears
since the opening of the School of Law.

4

Special awards were given to foundation staff
mem bers, Mr Bruce Bott and Professor Mary
M ccomish for t heir significant contribution
to the School over the past decade.
Foundation Dean, Professor Greg Craven,
returned for the event. Professor Craven
will take up the appoint ment as t he
Vice Chancellor of the Australian Catholic
University in the new year.

10

Current Dean, Professor Michael Gillooly said,
" Judged by any criteria, the Law School
has been an outstanding success - it has
continually pu nched above its weight, and
carved for itself a distinctive niche amongst
Australian law faculties. The gathering
underlines the magnificent support the Law
School has always received both from the
legal profession and the broader community."
6

2

7

11

1. Toby Hicks, Geraldine Byrne, Justice Neville Owen,
Jane Enckson.
2. Joseph Cranfrino, Gerry Kenworthy, Meredith Blake,
Chris Mulley, Michael Haydon.
3. Annabel Hay. Ian McLeod, Professor Phil Evans,
Usa Ranford.
4. Professor Michael Gillooly, Mrs Jane Power,
Chief Justice Wayne Martin.

5. Phil Orchard, Isabel Orchard,
Judge Robert Mazza
6. Professor Greg Craven, Professor Mary McCamish,
Professor MIChael Gillooly.

3

8

7. Sr Leonie O'Brien rsm, Drew Pearson,
Meneesha M1chalka.

8. M,chelle Evans, Paul Solarski, Leon Martin

9. Mr Bruce Bott, Justice Neville Owen
10. Ben Clarke, Barry Woodhouse, Haydn Rigby,
Amanda Sapienza.
11. Mana Saracen,, Richard Goldsmith,
the Hon David Malcolm.
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MEDICI N E
Sydney School of
Medicine receives
accreditation

Counselling recognises important relationships
Every year, third year counselling
students gain valuable experience
undertaking internships at many
West Australian counselling agencies.

The Australian Medical Council has
granted accreditation to the
University's medical school in Sydney.
The four-year graduate-entry course
will commence in February 2008
with an intake of 104 students at
the University's new campus in
Oxford Street, Darlinghurst.

The School of Counselling rece ntly invited
representatives from agencies such as
Mercy Care Fremantle and the South Metro
Community Drug Service to the University,
thanking them for their continued support
of t he program and for providing a valuable
service to the students' education .

The University anticipates an outstanding
fi rst year intake from a large number of
applicants who have already made
Notre Dame's medical school 1n Sydney
their first choice.

Coordinator of counselling, Associate
Professor Martin Philpott, said maintaining
Notre Dame's relationships with different
counselling centres is very important to t he
University and vital to students' further

Vice Chancellor, Dr Peter Tannock said,
" I am delighted with the accreditation of
our School of Medicine in Sydney and am
confident that the excellent curriculum,
which places a strong focus on anatomy,
pathology and clinical skills training, w ill
produce medical professionals of outstanding
quality. We will be working in partnership
with the University of Technology, Sydney
to deliver some of the crucial biomedical
science subjects. Th is new medical school
will be an important part of the rapid
development of Notre Dame's presence in
Sydney and w ill complement its other
major professional courses in nursing, law ,
education and business."

learning and understanding of the profession .

"These are the agencies and the
professionals within them that we depend
on in partnership to prepare our students
for entry into the profession of counselling.
We are extremely grateful for their
generous support."
Godfrey Baronie from Mercy Care,
Fremantle, said thei r affiliation with Notre
Dame is tremendously valuable to the
organisation.
"We love our connection w ith the
University. The students add a different
dimension to our counselling. Their skill
base is very good and they are well trained
in understanding the process of very
effective work, " said Mr Baron ie.

Dean of the School of Medicine in Sydney,
Prof Julie Quinlivan said, "We are grateful
for the tremendous support we have
received from the medical profession . We
see this new medical school as a positive
step in addressing the shortage of doctors
in NSW, Victoria and Queensland."
The Notre Dame School of Medicine in
Sydney will have cl inical partnerships with
15 health care providers in New South
Wales and Victoria, including major
Catholic hospitals, public teaching
hospitals and private pract itioners in
metropolitan and regional areas.

Clinical Placement Coordinator, M s Anne Prckering, Mercy Care Senror Counsellor, Godfrey Baronie; Coordinator of
Counselling, Assooate Professor Martin Philpot; South M etro Community Drug Service Senior Counsellors,
M s Lesley Amm and M r Davrd Tnstram and Mental Health St John of God Murdoch Manager, Ms Peta Wootton.
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Students from the School of Medicine. Fremantle. Nie Jones & Ebony Gilbey

First for WA Medicine
The University has announced it is
introduci ng the first Pre-Medicine
Course in Western Australia (WA), to
begin in the first semester of 2008.
Up to 50 students on the Fremantle Campus
will ta ke four pre-medicine units in add ition
to their primary degree. They will be
enrolled in the School of Medicine, and will
be assigned a mentor w ho wil l support
their development as they position
t hemselves to enter the Bachelor of
Medicine/ Bachelor of Surgery course.
Fremantle Provost and Executive Dean
of the College of Medicine, Professor
Mark McKenna, said the course provides
a new opportunity for students seeking a
path to medicine.

"Th e new course is designed to provide a
pathway for WA school leavers to the
Notre Dame graduate entry medical
course. The overarching aim is to produce
medical graduates who wil l be good
doctors, and w ho will work in WA," said
Professor McKenna.
Students enrolled 1n the course will study
four different units to qualify for their PreMedicine Certificate. These will cover such
areas as biomedical science, Aboriginal
studies, behavioura l science,
communications, and the history of
medicine. Pre-med students wil l be
counsell ed by thei r Medical School mentor
on their choice of units for the certificate .
It is intended that units chosen wi ll
enha nce student prospects of success in

the Graduate Australian Medical School
Admission Test (GAMSAT), which all must
underta ke to enter t he medicine course.
There is no prescribed primary degree fo r
the students taking t he medicine course. It
is designed to be entered from many
backgrounds. Current st udents have come
w ith various undergraduate degrees such
as arts, health sciences, law, counselling
and nursing.
The Vice Chancellor, Dr Peter Tannock said,
"The Pre-Med Course is an important
innovation in medical education in WA. It
is designed to enhance the preparation of
students for entry into a graduate medical
degree, and to give them the opportunity
to confirm t hat medicin e is the right
choice of vocation for them."
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• NURSING

N URS IN G

Third year student, Chloe Russell and Mrs Elizabeth Russell with nursing lecturer, Michael Hall.

Aged care focus for Nursing
At a time when the health care
industry and its futu re is reported by
the media on a daily basis across
Australia as 'doom and gloom', it is
interesting to note that applications
for places in the Nursing degree on
the Fremantle Campus have increased
significantly over the past few years.
The Sydney Campus commenced its School
of Nursing in 2006 and has attracted
significant Federal Government support
through Commonwealth Supported Places.
It is hoped that it w ill model the impressive
growth that Fremantle's School of Nursing
has experienced since it began in 2000.
Fremantle's success has been seen as a result
of the dedicated and committed staff along
with the very practical clinical focus it offers.
Students spend time on the technical skills
involved in hands-on-care but there is also
a strong emphasis on the essential physical
and emotional aspects of caring for
patients and families. The practical skills
and knowledge are underpinned by a
rigorous academic framework.
Nursing students are required to complete
1240 hours (approx 8-9 months) of clinical
practice in areas rang ing from aged care to
critical care during their three-year degree.
The program exposes students to a wide
variety of clinical experiences. An

important aspect of this clinical education,
which is novel to Western Australia and to
most other parts of the country, is the use
of workplace mentors who provide oneon-one clinical supervision for students.
While new students may perhaps see
themselves working in the 'exciting and
demanding' environment of the
emergency department or intensive care,
their first practical experience is, in fact, in
aged care. This gives the students a unique
opportunity to focus entirely on the specia l
physical, emotional and communication
skills required to lay a solid foundation for
their future nursing career, no matter
which area they choose to w ork in once
t hey become Registered Nurses.
"Some of the st udents are not able to see
the value of starting with this type of
experience initially, but by t he end of their
three year degree t hey are often heard to
report that it was the best thing they ever
did," explains Senior Lecturer and Clinical
Coord inator, Heat her Gluyas.
Third year student, Chloe Russell reflects:
"From my experience, your practicu m is
only as good as w hat you put into it .
When you're seen as interested and keen
to learn the staff are more than happy to
go out of their way to help you. Your pracs
become your most inspiring experiences
throughout your nursing studies."

Sydney Nursing
scholarships
Student nurse, Jeremy Waun has been
awarded an Aged Care Nursing Scholarship
by the Commonwealth Depart ment of
Health and Ageing. The scholarship will
provide him with financial assistance over
the three full-time equivalent years of the
Bachelor of Nursing . " This is a great
opportunity and I am grateful to the
Department and the Royal College of
Nursing. It will be of great assistance
throughout my degree. " said Jeremy.
Student, Ellie Richie also received recognition
w hen she was awarded The Edith Cavel!
Trust Scholarship from the New South Wales
Nurses' Association, which is a memorial
to Edith Cavell, a British army nurse who
was executed in Belgium in 1915. The
scholarship will assist w ith Ellie's study
expenses in 2008. Ellie said she was t hrilled
to receive the assistance. " This sort of income
support during full-time studies is of great
help. It means I don't need to w ork so many
hours for my final year of nursing," she said.
Dean of the Sydney School of Nursing,
Professor Margot Kearns said, "We are
thrilled that our st udents have been
awarded these scholarships. The calibre of
students enrolled at Notre Dame is very
high and it is great to have some external
recognition of their achievements."
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PHILOSOPHY
& THEOLOGY
The 'much more' of theology
By Michelle Jones, Associate
Lecturer, Philosophy & Theology
"So, what is God's Spirit saying to you,
Michelle?" Such was the question posed
to me in 1996 by Professor Emeritus
Michael Jackson - then the Dean of Notre
Dame Australia's School of Philosophy and
Theology - during my meeting with him to
fathom the intricacies of my enrolment in
the Bachelor of Arts (English Literature and
Theology) program. While I do not
remember my answer to the question, I do
remember the impact that the question
itself made upon me. I remember thinking
that if this was how a theologian engaged
with his students then theology was not
just yet another academic discipline. It was
something much more.
Throughout my undergraduate studies at
Notre Dame, and also during my later
studies there for a Master of Theology, the
'much more' of theology began to reveal
itself to me. Professors like Michael Jackson
led me to realise that, first and last, a
theologian is a person of prayer. The
deepest truths of theology, unlike those of
physiotherapy or law or mathematics, for
example, are inaccessible to human reason
and can only be discovered in that leap of
loving trust that is faith. And then, serious
academic analysis of these truths necessarily
leads back to prayer; after all, it is the God
who is ultimate mystery that we are studying I
So theology, I came to discover, is like a love
relationship. The more you love a person, the
more you want to know them, and the more
you know them, the more you love them 1
Upon completing my Masters at Notre Dame,
and desiring to broaden my theologica l
horizons, I commenced studies towards a
Licence in Spiritual Theology at the
Pontifi cal University of St Thomas Aquina s

(popularly called the Angelicum) in Rome.
As a lay Australian woman I was certainly a
novelty in the mainly clerical environment
of the Angelicum. In fact, I so fascinated
one of my professors that, for a whole
semester, he simply called me "Australia ."
During my three years at the Angelicum, I
was predominantly exposed to the
Dominican spiritual tradition, and this
enriched my appreciation of the 'much
more' of theology. I learnt from the great
Dominican St Thomas Aquinas, for
instance, that the student of theology not
only receives divine things as knowledge in
her mind; she also becomes one thing with
them by love and by affection. And I was
exposed to the motto of Dominican teaching
and preaching: "to pass on to others what
we ourselves have contemplated."
In Rome, my ever-deeper immersion in
theology did not occur simply through

Michelle in Venice

what I heard in the lecture hall. Living in
the Eternal City was itself immensely
formative. Often, while wa lking home
from the superma rket, laden with
groceries and trying to dodge swarms of
law-defying youths on scooters, I wou ld
thin k about the lovers of Jesus who had
wal ked the same cobble-stoned street s
before me. I realised that although we are
perhaps separated by centuries these
lovers, these pilgrims, saints, theologians ,
are my kindred spirits.
Now that I have returned to Austral ia, I am
delighted to have the privilege of joining
the staff of Notre Dame's School of
Philosophy and Theology in Fremantle I
am sti ll listening to what God 's Spirit is
saying to me - and I hope to help the
students whom I have the honour of
enco untering to do the same.
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Dr Ozzie Mayers

STUDENT
LIFE
Learning through the 'Spirit of Place'
By Dr Ozzie M ayers, Director, 2007
Australian Study A broad program
College of St Benedict/
St Joh n's University
After teaching in higher education for
close to 30 years, I long ago came to
appreciate how much education is a
relational experience; t hat is, students'
connections to a teach er are as importan t
as t heir underst anding of t he subject
matter. This connection is the means by
w hich subiect matter becomes
contextualized for students. As a university
student, I remember pondering questions
about my teachers that helped me relate
to the subject in a more personal way; I
would mentally ask questions like: W hy are
you so passionate about an idea? W hy
have you spent so many years devoted to
this discipline and in particular to such a
specialized part of the discipline? How did
your interest in this subject lead you to
w here you are? But, after direct ing the
A ustralian Study Abroad program in the
spri ng of 2007, I have begun to also see
how m uch education is related to setting.
Learning has much to do with t he ways a
campus is situated.
The University of Notre Dame Australia
(UNDA) has a campus located in
Fremantle, Western A ustralia. It is a
relatively new university, its buildings are
simply former city spaces renovated into
classrooms and offices for admi nistration,

faculty, and staff. Thus, the university is
really integrated into the city; in fact, it
takes a newcomer some time to f igure out
what is university-owned and what is cityowned. This makes for a challenging
educational experience In that students
have to create their ow n sense of
university; it is not one defined for them
by clear parameters of a campus.
I remember how different this relationship
was at the University of Arkansas where I
received my M aster of Arts. There, the
university was located high on a hill and
the city of Fayetteville surrounded it b elow;
this juxtaposition defined t he relationship
between members of the higher education
community and the town. Tensions ran
high between what was considered high
culture and low culture. There is no such
tension at UNDA; in fact. I found that my
goal of diminishing t he classroom walls to
integrate my students into the Australian
culture and particularly into the Fremantle
com munity came naturally. Setting and
learning are completely fused, perhaps at
times to a challenging extent

Just how profound the connection between
setting and learning can be came home to
me during our field trip into the Outbacka trip that was part of a history course my
st udents took. One student's journal en t ry
on this experience captures the essence of
how crucial settin g can be to learning:

One of the main elements of my trip to
Broome that I will take with me forever is
the way the land made me feel. I w ill
never forget staring into the outback,
vibrant green grasses and shrubs
occupying the land as far as the eye can
see. As far as I travelled into the Outback, I
never felt that I could truly take it all in. I
did not belong to the land, and the land
did not belong to me.
Try as I might, I could never fully realize
the great expansive quality of the land.
The best I could do is focus on a single
tree or shrub close by, and remember the
way it stood out against the overwhelming
backdrop as a small but wonderful
element of a much larger body. I could
only fltrt with the possibility of absorbing
the land in its entirety My imagination was
flooded with the idea of what might lie
out there, while acknowledging that I will
never truly know. I realized on the trip
what it was like to fall in love w ith a placeto become totally and absolutely paralysed
by its beauty and majesty-a/I the while
knowing that it wasn 't home My heart
belonged elsewhere, back in Minnesota, a
world away.
The trip to Broome taught me to accept
my small place in a large world; yet
rea lizing that no single person is small or
insignificant in character.
As D. H. Lawrence wrote in his essay "A
Spirit of Place," (Studies In Classic American
Literat ure: New York : Viking Press, 1961):
"Every continent has its own great spirit of
place. Every people is polarised in some
particular locality, wh1eh is home, the
homeland. Different places on the face of
the earth have different vital flow, different
vibration, different chemical exhalation,
different polarity with different stars: call it
what you like. But t he spirit of place is a
great reality" (5-6). More than ever, I
believe that as teachers it is our role to
create ways by which our students can
learn from the 'Spirit of Place.'
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Fremantle & Sydney students compete at the 2007 Australian Unive~sity Games
Dave McLean, M anager of the
Fremantle Stu dent Life Office reports:
The 2007 Australian University
Games were a huge success both on
and off the field .
The University was represented by a rugby
7's team and two mixed netball teams,
one comprising students from the Syd ney
Campus and the other comprising
students from the Fremantle Campus. A
total of 30 Notre Dame students travelled
to the Gold Coast to join over 6500
students from across Australia for the
week long multi sports event.
Despite some extremely unfortunate inj uries
to key players Karlie Moran (Sydney - knee)
and Fiona Paige (Fremantle - arm) the results
in the M ixed Netball were outstanding.
Th e Fremantle side were undefeated in
Division 2, which was made up of 21 teams,
and won the competition with a thumping
of Dea kin University in t he final. The score
was 51 - 26. This ea rns the side promotion
into the Division 1 competition next year,
and with the dominance displayed, the
team wou ld be a huge chance to succeed
in next year's competition.

The Sydney side w ere equally as impressive.
With a win loss record of 5 - 3 during the
week the side fin ished thirteenth in the
same competition. After losing the first
two matches, the team put together a
sensational win, smashing the University of
Western Sydney 51 - 20, then backing that
up later in the day to defeat RM IT 50 - 26.
The Rugby 7's team w as competing at the
Uni Games for t he fifth consecutive year
continuing the traditio n that has been
nurtured from year to year between our
Rugby players.
The t ea m finished fourth overall, equalling
the performance of the first team that
competed in Newcastle in 2003. It was a
brave performance especially considering
the injuries sustained by some of the players.
Prior to leaving for the games, one
member was forced to withdraw from the
Games with injury. This was a sign of things
to come with the side battling through the
week to make it into the bronze medal
match with only seven fit players remaining.
The bronze medal match against
Macq uarie was a tig ht battle and at half
t ime the scores w ere level with neither side
troubling the sco rers. A clash of heads just

before half time saw the team reduced to
six playe rs, forcing t he side to play one
short for the remainder of the match.
This proved too much for the team,
despite their brave efforts.
Well done to Andrew Smit h who earnt
selection in t he Green and Gold team for
Rugby 7's. The Green and Gold team
cons ists of the best nine players of t he
tou rnament, as voted by t he umpires.
A ndrew was a standout player, with his
strength, speed and endu rance coming to
t he fore in the gruelling competition.
One of the highlights of the week was t he
unity displayed between students from t he
Sydney and Fremantle Campuses. Despite
st udying on opposite sides of the country,
the camaraderie shown between the
students made it seem as thoug h they
were from the same classroom.
It was a fantastic week and all students
are to be congratulated for thei r superb
performances on the f ield, and the
sportsmanship t hat was displayed durin g
t he week.
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ALUMNI
Physiotherapy
and Counselling
host inaugural
alumn i functions
Counselling
The Counselling program held a function
in May to celebrate the launch of their
Alumni Association. Graduates gathered in
Fairweathers Bar in the Fremantle Hotel for
what was a fun.

Attention Alumni
School of Education
Reserve this date
in your diary

Foundation Graduates (2002), Ms Angela
Harris and Mr John Dallimore coordinated
the evening. They invited the Coordinator
of the Counselling program, Associate
Professor Martin Philpot to speak to the
group to explain t he changes and new
opportunities taking place w ithin the
program at the University.

4 .30 • 7 .30 pm
Tuesday

29

January
2008
Bachelor of Education (Primary and
Early Childhood) Alumni Reunion

Physiotherapy
The Physiotherapy program held their fi rst
Alumni function in August. Inaugura l
graduates of the University gathered with
present and past staff, members of the
External Advisory Committee, members of
the profession and with the current 4th
year students.
As part of the evening, four graduates
from different sectors of the physiot herapy
workforce presented aspects of their
stories, experiences and messages to their
colleagues and to the current 4th years.
Associate Dean, Health Sciences, Professor
Peter Hamer reflected, " The value of the
combined Alumni and 4th years function
was most evident by the current 4th years
tapping into the experiences and
knowledge of the graduates about thei r
experiences, how to get the w inning jobs,
the places to work as well as renewing or
making valuable links for furthering the step
to the beg inning of their professiona l life."
The evening was deemed a great success by
t he graduates, the 4th years and the staff,
and will feature on the ca lendar for 2008.

Mr Phillip Armstrong, Chief Executive
Officer of the Australian Counselling
Association also presented a talk on current
issues within the counselling industry.

Tuesday 29th January 2008
4.30pm to 7.30pm

The evening provided an excellent
opportunity for Alumni to re-connect with
fellow graduates, catch up with staff and
hear about the latest developments within
the industry.

Invitations will be sent with full details
of the event early January.
To update your alumni details please

go to the alumni section at
www.nd.edu.au
2

'5 Star' experience
The 2008 edition of the Good
Universities Guide (Australia's
premier ratings publication for
universities) awarded Notre Dame
seven '5 Star' ratings.

4

Our seven stars include teaching quality,
generic skills, graduate satisfaction,
positive graduate outcomes and getting a
job. The 2008 edition published the
responses provided by t he 2005 graduates.
The Alumni and Development Office is now
undertaking the role of coordinating the
Graduate Destination Surveys. The 2006
graduate surveys have been submitted and
results w ill be published in 2009. The Alumni
and Development Office would like to
thank all the 2005 and 2006 graduates who
took the time to complete their surveys.

1. Inaugural celebrations for Physio • Graduate, Louise Chown, Dean of Health Sciences, Professor Helen Parker;
Head o f Physiotherapy, Professor Peter Hamer; pa5t staff mem~r. Jillian Thom son; graduates, Steve Ranford & Peter Harvey.
2. Inaugura l celebrations for Counselling • Daniele Prongue. Timothy Carew-Reid & Eileen D1elesen .
3. Jozay Longden, Thomas Quinlivan & Irene Tee
4, Assooate Professor Martin Philpot, Angela Harris & John Dall,more.
S. Mirek Kanik, Rebecca Henderson & Yvonne Wohler.
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Mark Sheen

Emilia Hay

Gay Ward

Bachelor of Commerce 1997

Bachelor of Counselling 2002

Doctor of Phi losophy 2002

After completing my Commerce degree at
Notre Dame in 1997, I lived in the Western

I had always wanted to go to university
but life seemed to take me in many other
directions, mai nly travel, marriage, child ren
and businesses. During a pause in my work
life I saw t he advertisement for the inaugural
counselling degree at Notre Dame and was
immediately interested . The entire process
of en rolling and engaging w ith Notre Dame
was an extremely posit ive experience for
me . The people and atmosph ere were very
welcoming, friendly and extremely
supportive and what a bonus to study in
such beautiful buildings in Fremant le.

Completing a Ph .D. at Notre Dame had a
maJor impact on my life story. Having
resea rched the use of narrative in t eaching
for my doctoral thesis under the guidance
of Professor Ann Zu brick, it was nat ural for
me to begin va luing the importance of
persona l narrative. Much of what I do in
my curre nt position as Associate Professor
of Early Childhood and Literacy at the
University of W isconsin-River Falls,
highli ghts the universal t hemes and plot
lines related to teach ing, research and
service that I identified as being crit ical
whi le teaching and studyi ng at the
Fremantle campus.

Australian rura l town of Katan ning where I
worked for a year w ith an accounting firm.
In 1998 I went to Sweden and then
continued th rough Eu rope and around t he
United Kingdom. I returned to Perth where
I picked up a variety of work and decided
then to leave the accounting profession.
1999 saw me travel to New Zea land (NZ)
where I started 'p roper ' mountaineerin g.
It was in NZ that my passion for clim bing
became my focus! After doing some more
travelling in Australia, I w ent to Pakistan for
my first high altitude climb - a 7027m peak.
After this experience, I became totally
hooked and the idea of Everest was born.
I worked in the mining game for several
years which also gave me t he opportunity to
t rave l to places like Argentina, Hong Kong
and Indonesia . It wasn't until 2006 that I
eventually returned to Pakistan to test
myself on a hig her peak known as Broad
Peak, an 8047m mountain.
After thi s experien ce, followed by some
wa lks across Oman, I f in ally felt I was
rea dy for Everest. I left for the 'mountai n'
on April 3 and summited from the Tibetan
side on June 5th 2007. I was relieved and
excited w hen I reac hed the top, but knew I
had to keep focused as on ly half the climb
was done as you have to get back down 1
My success on Everest has inadvertently
laun ched me into the motivational
speaking ci rcuit, sharing my experiences
with organisations such as AFL football
team s, charities, large corporations, small
busi nesses, schools an d universities.
I have fond memories of my time as a
business student at UNDA, particu larly of
some of the lecturers in those early days,
such as Peter Dallimore, John Wood, Justi n
Walawski, Joel Dando and Robin Tunnecliffe.
As for the future, I am looking forward to
mountain climbin g across the world and
ai m to do so me long walks in Australia
and A ntarcti ca at least.

During the cou rse, I undertook some
training at Holyoake, an organ isation
w hich works with people who are affected
by addictions. I was extremely impressed
with the philosophy and ethos of Holyoake
and really resonated wit h the way the
counsellors worked with t heir cl ients and
the success they w ere achieving.
Upon completion of my degree I approached
Holyoake to volunteer my time in order to
gain some experience. They took me on
and within 6 months I was working, parttime, facil itating therapeut ic groups.
As opportun ities came up I too k on more
and more challenges. I have now been at
Holyoake for over four years and have
recently been promoted to Clinica l Team
Manager. I am responsible for the team
which works with adults who are affected
by someone who has problems with alcohol
or other drugs and adults who grew up in a
fam ily where this was an issue. I also work
with people who are struggling with their
own addictions. 18 months ago I undertook
some professional development in Canada
in the area of couples counselling and am
respon sible for the development of this
area at Holyoake. The work is varied,
challenging and extremely rewa rding.
Notre Dame prepared me extremely well
for my role at Holyoake. I bel ieve t he very
practical aspects of the course gave me a
dist inct advantage when entering this field
of work and enabled me to accelerate my
progress to my current position .

At t he University of W isconsin- River Fal ls, I
teach courses in literacy research and
children's literat ure as well as severa l early
childhood educat ion courses - all of wh ich
have evolved from methodologies and
philosophies explored in ·western Australia.
My professional journey has also been a
multicultural experience . I have t ravel led to
South Korea and Taiwan teachin g
ba lanced literacy in Montessori education
and I most recently helped launch a new
com mun ity environmental project based in
middle school.
In 2006, my family and I brought t hirteen
student teachers to Pert h who claim that
their experiences at five Western
Austra lian schools changed their lives and
pedagogies in very positive ways . We w ill
return with another group in 2008 !

My cu rrent passion is endeavouring to
create outdoo r classrooms that wi ll
reconnect children to nature even in
climates not as conducive to this as
Australia's. I attended a world forum on
t his topic which inspired my colleagues
and me to have a nature focus in the
comprehensive early childhood major we
are designing.
Thank you Notre Dame for nourishing my
mind, spirit, and sense of wonder!
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